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The first hydrangeas were planted in 1996, starting with around 150 total. Now there are over 16,000 of over 100 varieties. The area
surrounding the Toge-no-chaya tea house is surrounded with the light blue and purple hydrangeas blooming in bunches. White
annabelles cover the slopes of the embankment and adorn the Gongendo banks with vibrant colors in early summer.

The Red Spider Lily Festival started in 2006. Early autumn, the slopes of the embankments turn deep crimson with red spider lilies.
They form a wonderful, mystical carpet of blooming flowers which weave in out of the gaps between the trees. There are now more
than 3.5 millions. The number of visitors grows every year, with over 570,000 people visiting in 2015. Many of those come to see the
new face of the Gongendo banks.

2009 saw the introduction of winter daffodils to add color to the slopes of the embankments. Initially the daffodil bulbs were gifted by
the people of the city. But after they were televised, bulbs started coming in from outside of the prefecture as well, and now there
are over half a million. The cute daffodils bloom in the cold of winter, and now the embankments are bustling with activity in winter
which used to see few visitors if any.
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